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Introduction

As Australia faces increasing climate change concerns, there is an urgent need to foster greater
public participation in decision-making processes. Deliberative democracy, which emphasises
inclusive, rational, and reflective dialogue, offers a promising approach for engaging citizens and
improving governance. This report outlines strategies to encourage local, state, and federal
governments in Australia to embed deliberative democracy principles and practices into their
governance regimes.
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Understanding Deliberative Democracy

Deliberative democracy involves the inclusion of diverse citizen perspectives through structured
deliberation, aiming to guide public decision-making. This method fosters informed discussions,
mutual respect, and collective problem solving. It has been adopted globally to address issues of
declining trust, polarisation, and complex policy challenges.

Current Context in Australia

Australia's Climate of the Nation report highlights that 75% of Australians are concerned about
climate change, with many experiencing its impacts first-hand. Catastrophic bushfires, devastating
droughts, and destructive floods underscore the urgency for effective climate governance.
Embedding deliberative democracy can empower citizens to participate actively in creating
sustainable solutions.

Strategies for Implementing Deliberative Democracy
(CC Copyright free image)

3 Key Voting Decision-Making Factors

Party Affiliation Personal Attributes Issue Voting

1. Develop Clear Legislative
Frameworks: Governments at all

Voter considers the .
Voter considers the

Voter uses shortcut
on voting for a
candidate based
upon their shared
party identification.

candidate’s personal
characteristics—
including
personality,
background, and

positions of a
candidate and votes
for candidate with
views closest to

levels need to introduce
legislation that mandates the use
of deliberative processes in
relevant policy areas.

) their own.
sl 2. This can be modelled after the
Local Government Act Victoria
2020, which requires councils to adopt community engagement policies that include

deliberative practices.

3. Institutionalize Deliberative Processes: Create permanent bodies like citizens'
assemblies or deliberative councils that regularly engage with diverse groups of citizens.
These bodies can provide recommendations on a wide range of policy issues, including
climate action.

4. Provide Training and Resources: Invest in capacity building for public officials and
community leaders. Training programs, like those offered by MosaicLab, equip facilitators
with the skills needed to conduct effective deliberation. Resources should also be allocated
to inform citizens about deliberative democracy and their role within it.

5. Utilise Technology: Leverage digital platforms to conduct online deliberations, ensuring
broader participation and inclusivity. Digital deliberation can complement traditional in-
person methods, making the process more accessible to remote communities.
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6. Promote Public Awareness: Governments should engage in continuous public awareness
campaigns about the benefits of deliberative democracy. Highlighting successful case
studies from Australia and around the world can illustrate the potential positive outcomes.

7. Encourage Multi-level Collaboration: Foster collaboration between local, state, and
federal governments to share best practices and coordinate efforts. Collaborative

governance can ensure coherent and unified approaches to embedding deliberative
practices.

Global Perspective
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Many countries around the world are exploring and implementing deliberative democracy practices
with notable success. Among these, Denmark stands out as a leader. Denmark has a high
deliberation index of 0.877, demonstrating strong legislative frameworks, robust institutional support,
and widespread public participation in deliberative processes. Other countries like Norway,
Switzerland, and Germany also showcase high levels of deliberative engagement.

The Danish government has institutionalised citizens' panels and consensus conferences to tackle
various societal issues, fostering trust between the government and citizens. For instance,
Denmark's citizens' assembly on climate change, known as the "Klimaborgerting," has provided

actionable recommendations to the government, ensuring that climate policies reflect the public's
values and priorities.

Galvanising Electoral Participation

To engender and galvanise the electorate, both present and future, towards participating in and
shaping deliberative democracy, several strategies could be employed:

1. Education and Awareness Campaigns: Governments and educational institutions should
collaborate to incorporate civic education focusing on deliberative democracy in school

curricula. Educating citizens from a young age about the importance of participatory
governance fosters an engaged and informed electorate.
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2. Utilise Digital Platforms: Leveraging technology can significantly broaden the reach of
deliberative processes. Digital platforms enable inclusive participation, overcoming
geographical and physical barriers, making it easier for citizens to engage in discussions and
contribute ideas.

3. Public Engagement Events: Organizing local and national events like deliberative forums,
town halls, and citizens' assemblies can raise awareness and provide citizens with first-hand
experience of the deliberative process. Highlighting successful deliberative initiatives through
media coverage can further inspire participation.

4. Incentivise Participation: Providing incentives such as recognition, awards, or even small
financial rewards for participating in deliberative processes can motivate a broader section of
the population to engage. Recognizing contributions through public accolades or certificates
also reinforces the value of civic participation.

5. Institutional Support: Establishing and maintaining government-funded bodies dedicated to
facilitating and promoting deliberative democracy ensures sustained efforts in engaging the
public. Governments can also create spaces for continuous dialogue between policymakers
and citizens to address ongoing concerns and adapt policies based on community feedback.

6. Youth Engagement Programs: Developing programs aimed at encouraging youth
involvement in deliberative democracy ensures the next generation is prepared to contribute
to governance. Initiatives like youth councils and student deliberative forums empower
young people to voice their opinions and shape future policies.

Australia can with public pressure and support build a more participatory and inclusive democracy,
where citizens play an active role in shaping the policies that affect their lives. Engaging the
electorate in deliberative democracy not only enhances governance but also strengthens the
democratic fabric of the nation.

Examples of Successful Deliberative Processes
e The ACT Citizens' Jury on Compulsory Third-Party Insurance: This process engaged 52
randomly selected citizens to deliberate over reforms to the insurance scheme. The
recommendations provided by the jury were integrated into the policy, demonstrating the
impact of citizen input.

e The Victorian Citizens' Assembly on Climate Change: This assembly involved 99 citizens
who formulated recommendations to address climate challenges in the state. Their input
significantly influenced the Victorian Climate Change Strategy.

Critiques of Deliberative Democracy

Despite its potential, deliberative democracy is not without critiques. Several scholars argue that the
idealistic nature of deliberative democracy is challenging to implement in practice. Chappell (2008)°
notes that assumptions about human nature and motivation, such as rational debate and inclusion,
often clash with empirical evidence showing self-interest, cognitive limitations, and strategic
behaviour.

Biesta (2020)*° argues that deliberative models emphasise 'entry conditions' for participation, which
can exclude disadvantaged groups from the deliberative process. Furthermore, Mendes da Rocha
(2008)** critiques the discursive conception of democracy, highlighting the gap between ideal
deliberative procedures and the real-world conditions required for their operation. This suggests a
tension between the role of government to undertake the will of the people and the economic real
politiqgue that undermines this ideal

Historical instances of deliberative democracy being thwarted or undermined include the Athens
Assembly, where wealthy elites often dominated discussions, suppressing genuine democratic
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deliberation. Another example is the Paris Commune of 1871, which was initially a deliberative
democratic experiment but ultimately failed due to internal divisions and external military pressure?’?.

Conclusion

Embedding deliberative democracy principles and practices into governance regimes at all levels of
government in Australia can enhance public trust, create more inclusive policies, and address the
urgent issue of climate change. By developing clear legislative frameworks, institutionalising
deliberative processes, providing training, appropriating green technology, promoting public
awareness, and encouraging multi-level collaboration, Australia should and can pave the way for a
more democratic and resilient future.
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