Queensland Women:
Inspiring stories from Environmental Champions

A A ¢ k ledgimg andCelebratingthe contributionthat
Women of the Darling Down&iave made to
Protectng and Consering the Environmend

2023 Womenodos Week pr o]

An i1 nitiative of Househol de
Environment (HOPE) Inc.

Funded by

Funded by the Department of Justice and Attorney
General Office for Women and Violence Prevention

Queensland
Government




Contents

B[O E= T g = B =] T o PP 1
MAIY-LOU GITEINS.....cceeeeeieiiie i eer bbb eeena ettt e e et et e e e e s emmn e e e e e e e e e eeeas 3
B Eo T oL U= W CT=To] o = ST 6
(@ P TSI CT 01V PP PPPPPPRP 8
B [T T T U] o | YRS 10
Rebecca (BEC) Kiry......uuuuiii i eeeeee e 13
PatriCia LEEHONG ... oo e e e e e e e e e e e e aneern e e e e e e e e e e 15
HEIBN LBWIS ... ettt e e e e e e eemes e e e s e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeannneeeeeeeaeeeeeennnnnes 17
INEZ ROSSEL.... et eee e ettt e et e e e et e e e e mmmt e e e et e e e eanaeeees 19
LOUISE SKIAMOIE.....ciiiiiieeeieiiiiie ettt e e e e e srens s e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eannneeeeeeeaeeeees 23

[0 F= TR o] o= PP PRSP PPPPPPPPPPPPP 26



Juanita Breen, along with her
husband Randal and their children
Bridey and Eli, makes up the team
at Echo Valley Farm in the
Goomburra Valley, Southeast
Queensland.

For the paseightyears they have
been operating a stacked,
integrated, multispecies, holistic
farm, raising pastured poultry,
pastured pork, grass fed beef, and
a Brangus cattle stud. 1Bh
appoach is rooted in their &4
Good® v @ IGood sfor the
Animal, Good for the Land, Good
for the Farmer & Good for the
You (the consumerThe 4 Goods
and a focus on a circular economy
ar e key t o their
viability and success.

Here we are:
https://www.echovalley.com.au/

Juanita has dackground in horticulture and ew up on a wholesale plantursery
Consequentlythe connection withthe environment anglants was always ther&his
evolved wherthey purchased and moved tobeir first small property at Coleyville in the
Scenic Rim Region of Soutast Queensland.

The inspiration for my work, Juanita says, comes from many plagesy partner Randal,

who has an incredible drive for research and understanding in the regenerative and agro
ecological farming systems is a great inspiration, along with some of the amazing forbearers
like Charles Massey and Bruce Pascoe. Their knagednderstanding and wonderful
storytelling abilities inspire me to continue the journey of working with nature and producing
ethical food.| became involved in environmental conservatimotigh our farming journey

over the lasteight years. As firsgereration farmers, with a background in community
development and the social sciences, the only type of farming that aligned with our value set
was oneltat at is core was responsible and regenerative to the environment, conserving and
respecting of naturand the environment.

There is an eveiconstant realisatiothat the environment is not static, and we are still
growing in our understanding of how to partner with it and be respoyasaleell as produce
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Juanita Breen

food for our communityWe have a strong angonderful community around us, who are
continually thanking and encouraging us on our journey of regeneration arelcadpgical
farming.

In our shorteightor so years of farming we have experienced the worst drought on record,
fires, floods, a mouselggue, a introduced disease, and a pandemic. There is no doubt in
my mind that the increasing impact we have on our world and natural environment will
continue to make these events more common and more intense. The only way we see to
overcomethem orbe nore resilient to them is to work in partnership with our landscape.
Observe what it is trying to tell us, be responsible with the management of it, and most
importantly advocate and share the story of what is happening and what we are trying to
achieve.

Agriculture, and more specifically regenerative agriculture, is a challenging industry, but
despite this, there is a satisfaction in working with the animals, in the landscape and with the
soil. That connection to country and the earthgisunding and gives a deep sense of
belonging. So, despite the long hours, and the multiple curve ball challenigesiutely feel

a sense of fuliment and purpose in working with nature.

We are achieving our goals and setting new ones. For exam@sgjrayfive tonnes of waste
stream into animal and landscape feed each wielkieedmore tharone hundredamilies
per week with food that has been growagro-ecologicaly and in an environmentally
responsible wayWe are ncreasing our organimatter in our soils from 1.2% to over 8%
and this is just the beginninthis whilst battling the worst drought on record flour of the
eightyears we have been farming.

We have exciting projects happening ndMe are in the process obnstructing an ofiarm
boning and packing room, to further vertically integrate and responsibly manage our food
production and distribution. We are also building a workshop space on farm where we will
have a greater ability to share our systeous story, andour experience with others in the
industry and engaged in our food system.

My advice to women wanting

to step up in farming,
conservation, wildlife
protection or other
environmental areas is to just
do it. Women, | believe, will

be integral in theastoration

and reconnection with
environment. Our society and
our  communities have
become so disconnected with
our natural environment and
women need to be brave, step
up and start engaging and
sharing in that reconnection
and storytelling. Agriculture haseen such a male dominated industry, but it needs women,
and they bring such a unique and valuable perspective that we need for the regeneration of
our environment.




Educator and irrigator from Goomburra Valley in the Upper Condamine catchiheenyt
Lou has a strontpackground community participation and representatamn.over thirty
years she has represented Agricultusmdcareand Natural Resource Managem@wRM)
groups at a local, regional, state and commonwealth |8&mthas supported.andcare
organisatios in Southeast Queensland and now Darling Dowlented thousands of trees
andfacilitated Waterwatch and Landcare education for children and aMatg-Lou won
an individual State Landcare Award in 200Ben an OAM in 2019 for service to
conservatiorand the environment.

Currently Mary-Lou is the Chair of Queensland Water and Land Carers and secretary to
Australia Citizen Science Association. Locally secretary to the Condamine Catchment
Management Association, Allora Medical Supp@roup,and chair of Goomburra Town

Hall (116 yearsyoung).

| think my passion for the environment began with my family, said NMaxy. | grew upin
Cunnamullaandas a child our father gave us a bush education regarding our environment.
Then in 1989 Shane (my husband) wasrlhegural secretary the Brisbane Valley Kilcoy
Landcare Group. Thus, Landcare becamdittiechild in our family.



Mary-Lou Gittins

Apart from my

husband tere have
been many people

who have inspired
me along the
Landcare pathway. |
suppose Jock
Douglas was the
main instigator on
the diretion of this

pathway Also, |

married a dairy

farmer, and we saw

the improvement of
our physical asseds

land and water as
necessary to a

sustainable business.
Landcare was a tool
we used in our
business.

| saw | had skillssuch as consultation and persuadioat couldwiden the influence of
Landcare within our local area. Whilst | was engaged for yigarsas a Watekvatch
Coordinator, the other years were as a volunteer striving to educate and trigger community
involvemert in Landcare orientated projects with a team of other likeminded individuals.
This involvemented to me representing farming anldndcare on different local, regional,
state,and national bodies over the last 30 years.

| know that my work has had anjpact in protecting and restoring the environmelpécame
involvedin the Landcare/natural resource management movement early in thess¢ sagy
the development dIRM in the agribusiness such as the Dairy and Beef industry.

The Brisbane Valley Kilcoy BVK) Landcare had capacity to emplhandcare project
officers over the years who are now still in the NRM field, and it is great to see their
accomplishments and teftect on how | was part of their careers.

On a physical side tree plantings and signage on storm water points are a living reminder of
my involvement.

We always face challenges in any new developmentdatwlunteer in this field,do not
see mysélhaving a careeas such Opportunities to become involved in Landcare/NRM
events at a local, regionatate,and nationalevel have presented themselvéhe main
challenge is the practicality of sustainabilityp enhance our environment what wehds to
be doablé on-ground and liveable.

Whatever | have given to the environment has returned to mefdiouin terms of
satisfactionAs a volunteer working with others in the same area as a team isTdgifiuzz
being with likeminded peoplevorking towards a common goal gives me strength to forge
ahead striving for a balance between nature and human activity.



Mary-Lou Gittins

The pathway life has directed me on has been one of education and limgesliod works.

As a Waterwatch coordinator part of my clearas to educate students in the health of our
waterways and water usage. With BVK Landcare | developed two main pdojédian and

Rural Links which was an exchange between two schools one rural and one urban. It was
great to be able to give these studentan experience to share each
sampled the Upper Brisbane River and other local cr&®ikin this role | had the honour

of having a stage in the Queen Street mall with a sand pit which | used to educate the
bystanders on catchmemanagement. | also chaired the QIld Waterwatch Committee for

some time

In 2002 | chaired the steering committee that formed the current state body for nature
volunteering groups: Queensland Water and Land C&@M&LC), which | also had the
privilege of naming.This organisation has grown from the membership of 250 Landcare
groups to current 460 members that ramgelLandcare to Wildlife Carer groups. This totals
something like 3®00 volunteers.

On our farms over the past 40 years, we hey@emented ofground changes to enhance
our suitability with land and water.

My current projects are not physical lmatucational and community drivdrocally with the
Condamine Catchment Management Committee, we meet quarterly and offer an opportunity
for likeminded groups to network at a regional le@iganising these events (with CCMA
Management Committee Team) that include a guest speaker gives nding &
accomplishment and comradeship.

QUEENSLAND
LANDCARE
AWARDS

State level with QW& LC we will be rolling ourworkshops to educate member groups on
how to keep their volunteers saf#.ebinars will be reintroduced in 2023 which will be
monthly discussing relevant topics for volunteer groups involved in enhancing our Qld
environment.

My adviceto womenwho wish tobe involved in the conservation movemenof a general
natureBei ng part of a team wil | haeihflaenceSmallany i n
steps make way for larger accomplishmeBtstrue to yourself and those around you as this

will maintain your energy and focus.does nohave to be &ig issue we could strive for
maintenance and improvemeBRach of us have a role in our everyday life to practice what

we believe therefore lead by example.



Barbara Georgdaeggli grew up

in a small rural town in
Switzerland. She studied biology
with a  specialisation in
agricultural ecology. After
meeting her Australian husband,
Peter George, the pair moved to a
small farm near the Condamine
River Gorge in Killarney in 1996.
They raised two boys on that farm

and are looking forward to soon
teaching their grandchildren about
nature and farm life. While
Barbara works as an agricultural
researcher, Peter grows th&opd

on the farm and maintains a small
beef herd. Apart from protecting the remnant vegetation and the wildlife on the farm, the pair
have also plantedomepaddocks back to hoop pines and other local tree species and have
fenced off waterwaysBarbara isparticularly fascinated by the platypus that still call the
Upper Condamine home but genuinely concernetbr their future.Increasing pressures
from 4WD traffic through the Condamine Gorge on top of the threat from climate change
could well mean that #y could disappear from these refuge areas as Wellraise
awareness, Barbara has been working with Tamielle Brunt from Wildlife Queensland and the
community to undertake regular platypus surveys in the Upper Condarheehave now
collected importandata on current numbers and their preferred breeding spots, and they are
hoping to apply for funding to undertake projects to improve their haB#ialhara has also
been lobbying the Southern Downs Regional Council (sadly to no avail so far) to find ways
to control the traffic through this ecologically sensitive area and refrain from engineering
solutions to the natural river crossings tlapactedby hundreds of vehicles on busy
weekends.

My passion for the environment startedrh an early agel loved exploring the forests and
fields around my hometown in Switzerland and later joined a local bird conservatioh club.
not only learnt to identify thdistinct speciesbut also their habitat requirements and how
they were affected by human activity.

My earliest mentorsvere the old bird club members who taught me about the importance of
conservationMy bird club installed nesting boxes and | was responsible for the regular
checking and cleaningf many ofthem.We also used to establish and mainteadges and



Barbara George

planted trees to create more habitds a young girl | financially supported nature
conservation organisations, such as WWF and followed their different campaigns.

It takes time for your work to have an impact in protecting and restoringntieonment.

Before departing Switzerland to move to Australia, | used to assist farmers with the
establishment of hedges and nature strips, as well as-thieaduction of historical weeds

that had become rare in their production fields, such as pogpssworkwas decried at

first, but when | returned a few years later to visit family in Switzerland, these nature strips
crisscrossed the entire countryside and the hedges and tree plantings that | helped establish
had grown into mature habitat for t&rand other wildlifeThis made me realise that change

for the better can happen and landscapes can be restored within a lifetime.

One always faces challenges in any worthwhile endeayaumdicated earlier, my early
conservation work in Switzerland waget with some resistance, butlitl notlet that deter

me or change my conviction that if the species around us suffesuffex ourselvesMy
experience in Switzerland taught me that eventually more people riwtsand societal
values chang& good example of that irecently humanrinduced climate change was a dirty
word in Australia, but now there is so much emphasis on finding solutions to reduce our
emissions and adapting to climate change and research in this area has become a priority.

| could not imagine to be doing work that does not align with my values and | have been
fortunate to be able to earn a living doing something as fundamental as finding ways to
produce food more sustainably, while also being involved in conserving ourdadrfora

and the resources agriculture relies Baing so aware of the state of our environment and
what might be ahead of us with biodiversity loss and climate change can have negative effects
on our weltbeing though and it is important to find somaywof remaining hopeful.

My biggest achievements are the nature strips and pstpgyn fields thatlot the landscape
all over Switzerland, but also the tree plantings my husband and | did when we first moved
to our farm in Australia. Some of those hoopgs are now as tall as a midtory house.

| am currentlyestablishingoaseline data of the
platypus populations in our area so that we can
lobby council and other environmental
organisations to protect the Upper Condamine
River, which is the head of thiglurray Darling
Basin and an important refuge for many
threatened or nedhreatened specied. am
hoping to attract funding for habitat restoration
and further research on this uniquely Australian
species that surprisingly va® notreally know
much about

Womenare natural carers for our environment
because they instinctively know that we all depend on natural resources and that without a
healthy environment we have no futuféis makes us perfect conservationists and | would
encourage any woman or gtd follow their passion to work in conservation or wildlife
protection.



Sometimes someone comes into your life and changes it foréverlate Clare Gover of
Return to the Wildwas that person to KLAWS (Koala Land and Wildlife Support)
https://www.klaws.org.au/

Clare grew up in Zimbabwe and was rescuing wildlife as soon as she could walk. She said
her childhood was wonderful and magical, and she roamed free to explore the hills and rock
caves on horseback rescuing local
wildlife and bringing them honde

at one tine hiding a baby antelope
under her bed.

However, the tranquillity of her
homeland was not to last as the
political upheaval of the 1970s was
so intense and dangerous that Clare
and her daughter migrated to
Australiad finding peace in
Cabarlah. In 2002 Clare joined
Australia Zoo as a wildlife
rehabilitator commuting back and
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Clare Gover

forth from her home bas&he said it was the best job she ever @013 Clare formed
Return to the Wild where she dedicated her too short life to wildlifedcspecialigng in
koalas, and then working with World Wildlife Fund for koala conservation.

Clare was a @ala rescuercarer,and beautiful friendShe left us in 2019We, her past
volunteers, and friends have celebrated her distinguished life and contribution to
conservation, but miss her wisdowast knowledgeand total commitment to wildlife and
koalas.She inspired those who crossed her path, and her passing was the catalyst for KLAWS
foundation. It is KLAWS mission to continue her amazing legacy for koala conservation by
fundraising to save the koala hospital and rehab centre set up by herself at Geham before she
passed.

In the last 2 years KLAWS has rescued and cared for over 100 koaag, macropods,
gliders, possums and 90 birdis thatperiod we have received grants and donations totalling
over $150,000 and this was all within the terrillevid years.We alsocollaboratewith
landowners to encourage retaining and replanting koatadoo areas for wildlife
connectivity and engage in community education on the issue of endangered koalas.

Clare would be proud of what KLAWS has achieved.



Jean Gundry is a child of the
i 5 0 $hegrew up on a dairy
farm near Toowoomba and rode
a horse to the onreacher
school at Gowrie Junctioishe

is married, with three children
and two grandchildren. Jean
and her husband Berhave
worked as teacheend livedin
Mareeba and Harvey (WA)
Townsville Cape York
Peninsular and Laidley. The
couple moved back to
Toowoomba and purchasd
their Regent Valehome in
1999. Their shared interest in
nature has underpinned their
enjoyment of living on the
farm, where they raise gratsd
beef. When Jean and Ben are
not at home on the farm they
enjoy travelling, hiking,
birdwatching,and photography

My passion for the environment began at a young sajd,Jeanas | grew up on a farr

was common practice for my father, who had a deepesitén the flora and fauna of his
Aipatcho to bring home, after a day of wor ki
flowers to show us, as well as making pets of dingos, koalas, wedge tailed eagles, falcons,
hares and wallabieés a child, Iwas free to explore every part of the farm, including the

ferny gully lined with Silky Oaks and the dry vine scrub which lies along the ridgeMgyps.
interest in this fApatcho has devel oped year
custodian.

My father inspired me to become interested in caring for the environhi@never others

have been role models and mentors along the way asl pal}.tribute to Flora McKenzie,

who lectured in botany at DDIAE (UniSQ), who, as a member of the Toowoomba Field
Naturalist Club, to which my parents belonged, assisted my father in identifying 250 plant

[ 10




Jean Gundry

speciesHe then had these formally identified and classified by the QLD Herbakiem.
labelledtheseplants and learnt their Latin namé&3ther role models who havnspired me

to learn as much as possible about the plants of this region include Patricia Gardiner, whose
book AToowoomba lhapng medto iteatit treesand sbrube dative to
this region.Without a doubt, the person who has sharednterest in the environment and

who has shared the journey has been my husband Hie@abiding interest in the natural
world, particularly in birds and wildlife has made the lifestyle we have chosen a rich and
rewarding one. His determination to leareexceedingly smallootprint, to wage war on
weeds with simple hand tools and shéemanding works inspiring.

My interest in environmental conservation has developed throughout a lifetime of
experiencing and enjoying the beauty and diversity of theralatvorld. We have been
fortunate to have worked and travelled in a variety of geographically diverse regions of
Australia and other parts of the worldur abiding interest has always gravitated towards the
natural environment and towards the importasfogorking with the environment rather than
trying to change itOur involvement in environmental conservation has been an inherent part
of our role as cust odi dlmssappooéch hak besn ndrtaredy si nc
our longstanding memberghiof Toowoomba Field Naturalist Club, which has always had

an eclectic mix of people with wide and varied interests and expertise in various aspects of
natural history and the environme@ur membership with Landcare has also given us the
opportunity to @in experiencéom like-minded farmers and other conservationists who are
seeing the benefits of working with and preserving the natural assets of their properties.

One of the pivotal moments for me in

seeing the benefits of protecting and

restoring theenvironment was when

I was able to partici
burnd on OThis cafiggat c ho
about because my parents handed

back part of our property to the
Traditional OwnersSince then, we

have been privileged to be able to
experience firsthandhe restaative

practices implemented by
Indigenous caretakers, including
participating in several cool burns.

There is much more to come in my journey regarding recognising and implementing
Indigenouspractices in environmental conservation.

Challenges faced in gmonmental conservation have reduced in part due to the support given
by LandcareWomen in the Landcare movement in this region including Glenys Bowtell and
Mary-Lou Gittins have been great role models, with many local communitiesdindiual
landholders having benefited from the support given by Landcare through the administration
provided by these and other womémour case, Landcare has assisted in funding grants for
fencing to protect riparian areas, areas for tree plantingeofdas, patches of virgin bottle
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Jean Gundry

tree vine scrub /wildlife corridoand the likeand funding to help eradicate invasive weeds.
Decades ago, when building our home, which won a HIA award for sustainable housing, |
did find it a challenge to navigate tleisting protocols around the building industry and
other ground works including building roads and daffisese were maildominated
industries at the time, and | would sometimes feel out of my depth.sure | have learnt
muchfrom that experience andowld feel more confident doing so today.

The environment we are privileged to live in has impacted ourlvegtig for the better.
Caring for this HfApatcho Ithaes beerbaedaily dose of goadr n ey
medicine being able to get to knowdhto care for the diverse variety of plants and animals

which form part of the ecosystem in this ar€lae effects of drought and the effects of peri
urbansation ofHighfields and Toowoomba creeping ever closer has led to the realisation

that caring forand preserving this little property into the future is going to be a challenge.
Whethemwvhat we have done has besdfectiveis for others to judge; however, living amongst

this biodiversity has certainly changed our attitudes towards and our appreoiattua
challenges faced by those who see the necessity for environmental consefvatnarest

in botanical art has taught me to be observant and present in the moment.

Some of my own environmental achievements includsighing and owning an
environmentallyfriendly home (HIA awarewinner in 1999) which incorporates passive
solar heating and cooling, staatbne solar power, and many other featuheswork with
natural elements to create a comfortabfigrdable and sustainable living emenment.We
have also createdrganically grown fruit and vegetable gardenseateda microclimate
around the house withnative and indigenous ornamental garden

In addition, we have:

1 Photographed and documentech e f | ora and f acua2byeasn our
period.

1 Beconea Land for Wildlife property

1 Created and enhancedldlife corridors

1 Plantedkoalafriendly trees on the farm

1 Fenedto keep stock out of gullies and other sensitive areas

91 Collaboraedwith our neighbours at Gummingurru.

1 HoskedLandcare, TFNC and Land for Wildlife events

1 Helpeda | oc al Landcare group to host a fAFocu
Currently, I am planning to restore a wetl a

Gummingurru Indigenous rangend/e are also researching the best way of ensuring that our
property remains as a Nature Reserve into the future.

In conclusion let me say thatynadvice for other women is to follow their interests with
support from all availakl environmental groups and organisations in their d&easue
studies which will enhance those interests lamolw that young women today are stepping

up to the mark and making an impact in all areas of environmental conservation at local,
regional, and stte and federal levels.



Rebecca Kirbys truly alocal womangrowingup in Darling DownsBecwent to Pittsworth
State High School and is nawMillmerran Landcare coordinatoBhe ispassionatabout all
things naturahndabout encouraging others to care alibatnatural world.

My passionfor the environmenstarted the day | was boreally, said Becl never really

learred from anyone but always had a great passion for the land and wildideehad to

educate myamily. People ask how longhavebeen inthgob,a nd | s abgenpaidat | 6\
for 11 years but have been doing it my entird life

There is no one person that has inspired Ihan fortunate enough to work with some
incredible people who are great in their various fields, from scientists and extension officers
to farmersTheyali nspi re and mentor me in some way,

My involvement with environmental conservation took @hdass travelled! originally
intended to get into mationalparks and wildlife career when | lefthool butvent travelling

for a while instead and then life got busy with husband and kids, so | never got around to
studyingthe enviro stuff.l moved to Millmerran 15 years ago and kept going into Landcare
to helpand then applied for the coordinator job whebdtame availablé.am siper lucky

to be paid for doing something that | am extrengglthusiasti@about!!

[ 13




Jean Gundry

A friend once asked me if | thought | was having a win \thmenviro stuff.l said that if |
inspire one person to make a positive changetthens a win, and that one drop will create
a ripple effectEvery daymy work is encouraging others to carry out works on their own
places that is restoring and protecting the environnhéke to show people that small steps
areall it takes to achiey greatness.

| also love the lightbulb moments that you get to share with landholders when they realise
that by having a healthy environmentandscape,they automatically increase their
production.l love proving that environment ampdoduction are not separate!

The bggest challenge with working with Landcare is not knowingpifi will still have a job

going forward as funding is very sporadi® help overcome this challenge | am always
looking for opportunities of funded projectsyt | also makesureany dollars| do getare
spreadeverywhere As we see, there is always a negative environmental issue happening
somewhere, but | choose to focus on the positives, as positivity creates pogJikigtgets

more done

Peoplesaythat more meaningful work gives a greater sense of fulfilraadtwellbeingl
absolutely agree with thdtalways feel at home and happiest whem out in the bush or
on the land helping others to improve things

Some things that we have been workiogards to improve the environment are getting
good recycling and garden program into local schools. Educating kids on sustainafaility.
participate inbushfire mitigation and wildlife and habitatotection andsoil and land health
improvementsl think anything that is improving our landscape is exciting, whether that be
recycling and enviro lessons with kidsamductingland preparation and cultural burns to
improve land healtH.amdoing both of those things continuously.

Womenhavea key roleto play in conservation and environmental iss@sebrate every
small achievement as they all add up to a great ré&oilhotlet negativity drag you down.
There is alway®etterthan bad.Follow your passion!



Patricia is an Adjunct Lecturer at The
University of Queenslandshe is also &hD
Candidateat The School of Agriculture and
Food Sciences The University of
Queensland: Gatton Campus

She is afounding member of thewildlife
Rescue, Rehabilitation and Education
Association Inc

Wildlife  Rescue, Rehabilitation and
Education Association (WRREA) is a non
profit organisation with members from
diverse backgrounds united in a common goal
to provide resources for the rescue and
rehabilitation of Australian Fauna and the
volunteers providing education about our
wildlife within the community WRREA
formed in February 2010 to support the work
of our principal carer, Trish, and others who
work actively for our wildlife.

My passion for the environment started when | had not long moved out to western
Queenslandand someone rescued hatching emus that were at risk as the male looking after
hischicks had diedl was not a wildlife carer at the time@m®stpeople looking after wildlife

in the outback were not but nonetheless helping where they douiging in at the deep end

to save the chicks | soon realised they were a species wheravéitkenown on care and

raising of orphangAfter many fruitless calls tgovernmentepartmery, facilities, and carers

| tuned to a local sheep farmer who told me whathe sawehat i ng and sai d, 0]
meat ad insects and she it down their tho a tWell, | did so andvas successful in raising

them Word got round and soon | was a member of the local care group located 600k away,
learning how to care for other species ay thaded on my doorstep.

There are eople have inspired me over tlyears in this work, for example, David
Attenborough for lifelong dedication to the natural wotdso, those that have worked
tirelessly in the wildlife industry without accolades or gain. There are the unspoken heroes.
We all know someone who deservesognition
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Patricia LeeHong

My initial formal involvement in
environmental conservation began wihen
built a wildlife parkin 1994 It wasa small
outback venture operating on guided tour
only, whether a bus load or just one
person. | had limited knowledge of
conservation then but apportwith the
animals within the environmentMy
interest in environmental conservation
followed as| left the venture, moved to
regional living,and became involved in
community groupswhen | studied at
university.

o\

| am never surgvhat impactmy work is having in protecting or restoring the envirnent

But | have always felt that,ifn my talks with young peoplgust one from a tour group went

away and did something for the environment | would have achieved my goal to pass on
knowledge and interest in the environmdfom memoryaround 2015an American girl

went home and set up a small business in her school to raise money to donate to my wildlife
ventureand othes. Shethen went onto dedidag her time volunteering in conservation.
There have been others since and letters of praise and thanks from people for myefforts.
when | remember instances like this, | am aware that my work is having an impact, which is
immensely satisfying.

Working in wildlife conservation is always a challenge and it can be quite heart brebking.
just putone foot in front of the otherd am always working long hours, always poor, putting
everything into wildlife It is a privilege to be able devote your time aifigl o wildlife. Life

itself isa challengeBut it has given me a sense of fulfillment and has impacted my sense of
wellbeing.l have known somé&ugh timesbut | am happy with my lifestyle in dedicating

my life to animals. It is that simplé.have done things | never thought I could do or make
possible; thing®therpeople take for grantddhaveworked hard to achiev&he wildlife |

have rehabilitated and set free it is an amazing feeling.

As | said | have achieved many things building a wildlife park, operating a small wildlife
consulting business, convening an animal welfare charity, and building a grass roots wildlife
centreare some of the things | am proud of achievidging nominated and awarded the
IFAW Action Award 2011 anthe Australian Wildlife Society Serventy Conservation Award
2022 from those who felt my work worthy of recognition, a very humbling experience.

Currently | am devoting time to koala rehabilitation and building ahoinse facility to
achieve increased autmes in reducing stressors of ledigtance travel to professional care
for koala and other wildlife in our care.

My advice to any women wanting to step up in conservation, wildlife protection or other
environmental issues is to follow your passion s&el where it leads, nothing comes without
sacrifice.




Helen Lewi® Founderof Decision
Design Hub.Helen is an accredited
Professional Educator in Holistic
Management with the Savory
Institute. Since 2003, Helen has
been trainingorganisations, groups,
and families in Holistic Decision
Making, Holistic Profit Planning
and Holistic Planned Grazing.
Helen, her husband and théwo
children live on Picots Farm, west of
Warwick, inplementing holistic
grazing with their growing Brangus
herd. Helen has a wealth of
experience in training groups in
Holistic Management and has a
passion for Holistic valuekased
decision making, helping people to
have clarity, confidence, and a sense
of calm with every decision. The
Holistic  Management  process
enables people to solve the root
causes of problems, be true to their values and consider the people in their life, the
environment (on which we depend for a living and life) and our |leteger preperity with
every decisionHere we &e: https://decisiondesignhub.com.au/

| think my passion for the environment started when | was young in tlygeevgayden where

| grew up and realising th&to farmerémeanthno fooch We now need to ensure we support
6goodd6é farmers who pr oduclemicalffreeoatd thein gracticass 0 g «
enhance the environment.

Some of the peoplho have inspired me in this wogkeAllan Savory, Dick Richardson,
andBruce Maynargdwinner of the 2022 Bob Hawke Landcare award.

| became involved in environmental issues throtigitistic Managementraining and an
awareness about policy, solving the root caarsssues so that sustainable solutions exist
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| became aware that my work was having an impact because fektitgack | was getting.
Every dayl train people in holistic manageme®@n our farmtoo, water is running clear off
our place, slowly.

Similarly, one of the challengawat| face is
that of continually trainingpeople who then
d o nndake a changelife gets in the way
which is understandableBut also, | must
accept thapeople need to be ready to hear the
innovative approadidea and take the action.

| do meaningful work and it has an impact on
my own wellbeinglt is so good knwing we
canfix environmental problemby addressing
the root causd feel uplifted ancenthusiastic
One of the exciting projects | am currently
working on is offering dcision design for
personal use, farmers, policy makers and
decision makersn organisationd so every
decision considers peoplenvironment,and
prosperity.

My advice for women wanting to step up in
conservation, wildlife protection or other
environmental issuis to just do it




























